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Groups from across the local community supported the Fore Street collection 
Christine Moorcroft & George Aitchison 
 

A Christmas tree that protruded twenty feet over the end of a forty-foot trailer arrived in Hexham at the beginning of December. Well, Ian 
Walker had promised to get a big one, but this would dwarf the HSBC building and probably most of Fore Street. Fortunately, when 
Community Service committee members went to investigate, they found it was intended for Hull city centre. Ours nestled alongside it – a 
healthy enough specimen when separated from its giant companion. It provided a fitting backdrop for the true community event that this 
year’s Fore Street collection turned out to be: the tree decorated with the help of Hexham Youth Initiative, and collection slots taken up by 
the Hexham & Tynedale Inner Wheel and volunteers from Tynedale Community Hospice. A host of local musical talent, supported by Core 
Music, added to the festive atmosphere: the Abbey Chamber Choir, Chippie Chamberlain, David Oliver & Joe Oliver, Clockwork, the 
Uketeers, Clockwork, Angus Gardner, the Orpheus Choir, Stuart, Shevlin & Nicky and Vic Gammon. 
 

Over the five days of collection Hexham Rotary collected £1,205.55 for Tynedale Community Hospice. In addition to that there 
was £102.57 from the Hospice volunteers’ collection – a magnificent contribution to the Hospice’s valuable work to support 
people in the local community who have terminal illnesses. Hexham and Tynedale Inner Wheel also raised £197.20 for their 
charity account. 
 

Vital help came from Northumberland Council, who erected the tree, 
Northumbria & Cumbria Estates, who provided an electrical supply 
and Skipton Building Society for looking after the collection 
paraphernalia. We thank them all. 
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Bob Hull has led a second interesting site visit – with another to come  
 

Local chipboard manufacturer, Egger was the host for the latest site visit organised by the Vocational Service committee.  
 
A group of nineteen Rotarians and partners/spouses enjoyed a guided tour of the factory on Thursday, 3 December, followed by lunch at 
The Rat at Anick. 
 
Find out what happens to your household rubbish during the next site visit, to the SITA waste processing plant at West Sleekburn on 
Tuesday, 9 March (1.30pm). 
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An evening with Maurice Reed 
Christine Moorcroft 
 

The ballroom at the Beaumont Hotel was resplendent with 
antiques – and not just the Rotarians – for the evening 
meeting on Monday, 30 November. Some 40 Members had 
brought along a collection that delighted the guest speaker, 
local auctioneer and antiques expert Maurice Reed, with its 
sheer variety: china, furniture, cutlery, silverware, paintings, 
household linens, jewellery, medals and much more. 
 

Curiosities delighted Maurice and the audience, such as 
Eileen Robson’s great-grandfather’s medal, won for 
‘horseback wrestling’. And there were surprises: Tom 
Jobson’s bronze dog was valued at £450 to £600 and my 
nice old solid oak chair at only ‘about £30 to £50’.  

Maurice was impressed with Eric Blackburn’s collection of 
old paintings, particularly one he had picked up for a fiver 
that was now worth at least twenty times that amount. His 
favourite, though, seemed to be the Japanese walking stick 
which had been presented to the grandfather of Mairead 
Trevelyan’s uncle when he left his post as an official at 
Hong Kong docks at the turn of the century. It was valued 
tentatively at between £100 and £150. 
 

The success of the evening should be credited to Brian 
Massey who not only arranged for the speaker, but also 
organised the entire event. 
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The annual Christmas Market, organised by Hexham Community Partnership, was held on Saturday, 12 
December  
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The second Hexham Rotary Tallest Tale-teller competition on Friday 6 November 
Christine Moorcroft 
 

The prospect of an evening of tall tales can persuade Rotarians 
to flock to the far-flung outpost of Whitley Chapel on the 
remote edge of the civilised world of Hexham and, as last year, 
Hexham Rotary Club’s Tallest Tale-Teller competition was a 
sell-out. The panel of illustrious judges was a major draw, too: 
BBC’s Colin Briggs, Hexham Courant editor Colin Tapping 
and Tynedale’s own raconteur Eddie Milligan.  
 

The International Service committee, led by Brian Massey, 
did us proud – securing eight tale-tellers and a collection of 
sought-after raffle prizes that included a round of golf for 
four at Slaley, a £25 voucher from Transcend hair and 
beauty, a hamper from Brocksbushes, Sunday lunch for two 
at the Beaumont Hotel, Waitrose Christmas pudding and 
cake, bottles of red, white and rosé wine from Tesco, a £5 
voucher from Cranston’s butchers and much more.  
 

Winner Michael Saxon enlightened the company about the 
multicultural origins of Hexham. He pointed to the many Italian 
restaurants as evidence of Roman occupation and explained how 
the brothels that they set up gradually became branches of what is 
now known as the WI. Yes, there were a few Christian saints 
around the place but the architecture of the abbey owes a lot to 
Islamic designs, he told us. In fact, he said, it was once a mosque, 
with Islamic arches hidden beneath the Norman structure – and, 
to prove the point absolutely, the remains of a Halal kebab had 
been found during an archaeological dig beneath the Priory 
rooms. The name Acca said it all – it was clearly a corruption of 
an Arabic name. Priestpopple, he noted, was a corruption of 
Priesttopple – where the Moors toppled the priests in a long-
forgotten battle. No one could doubt the evidence provided by 
such a well-respected member of Hexham Historical Society.  
 

In second place Bob Hull, a time-traveller from 2020, had been 
examining Rotary archives from 2009. He recounted an 
expedition undertaken by the Walking Club to ascend the 
glaciers of the Cheviot, with an advance party of men being 
rescued by their intrepid female partners – apart from Peter 
Trevelyan who, he said, ‘would turn up one day in 
Vladivostock’. 
 

Third-prize winner, George Robinson told stories that not a lot 
of people knew about Rotarians. They included the 
introductory letter Preston Rotary Club president had sent to 
vouch for Alex Kerr (‘I have seen this man sober’) and a 
recount of a Rotary outing that went on much farther into the 
night than intended for a small troupe of revellers. The merry 
band, to ensure Brian Massey’s safe entry into his house 
without his key (left on the kitchen table) were helping him to 
get a ladder from the shed so that he could creep in undetected 
by Margaret. A mishap sent Brian, ladder, and assorted 
gardening equipment crashing into the garden, whereupon 
Margaret appeared at the door brandishing a rolling pin. Her 
quick thinking husband greeted her with ‘Margaret, light of 
my life – what other wife would think of baking for her 
husband at 2 o’clock in the morning?’ 
 

Other tales included Philip Cooper’s hundred-year history, 
in which he was present at many significant historical 

events, such as the Charge of the Light Brigade and the 
sinking of the Titanic.  
 

Previous winner, Martin Merriman, presented a sequel to last 
year’s tale of the entrepreneurial inventor from Langley. This one 
featured the disastrous explosion at the Cowplat scheme for 
generating electricity using a plentiful local commodity and 
bringing back into action the old Stublick chimney as a flue. 
 

Roy Dallison, alias Professor Ivan Ivanovich Mukhin, holder 
of the Order of Lenin for a string of dodgy deals to solve State 
problems, told us, with many hilarious linguistic problems, 
how he came to ‘Gexham’ to solve ‘the problem of big stinky 
in Morpeth’ which, he deduced, was caused by people having 
in the past, paid ‘rats’ to the council. He was seeking the help 
of Gexham Rotary Club which, he had been reliably informed 
by his Gexham hotel commissar, was very rich. 
 

JB Jonas recounted the tale of Geordie, a brave Second World 
War soldier who had been awarded a medal for distinguished 
service. A big home-coming party had been planned for him in 
Hexham. However, when he arrived back from Buckingham 
Palace he had to confess that he didn’t have his medal because 
when the Queen asked him if he would repeat the brave deed if 
necessary his honesty forced him to say, ‘Not likely!’ Upon 
which she said to the King, ‘Well, dinna give him his medal.’ 
 

A hush fell on the gathering for the final tale of the evening. 
In contrast to the erstwhile hilarity, Ken Webster told a 
poignant story of a seriously wounded soldier from the second 
battle of the Marne (1918) who, having been given up for 
dead following a serious injury and a lengthy coma during 
which no news of him was heard, returned home. His wife 
had fallen in love with another man but she renounced him to 
care for her wounded husband. 
 

In all, the tale-tellers, judges, event organisers, local WI 
members who prepared the supper, and the audience 
contributed to the handsome sum of £1,400 that was later 
presented Mercy Trucks, whose founder, Roy Dixon, along 
with his wife Catherine, was in the audience. 
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Twin tales of twinning 
JB Jonas, with introduction, photos and captions from Eileen Robson

 
Could these two Hexham Rotarians have possibly been to 
the same town-twinning week-end event – a pensive JB 
Jonas and a rubicund Terry Robson? Terry (Mayor of 
Hexham) and JB (ex-Mayor) were right royally received 
in Metzingen in October and treated, as were all the 
guests, to a wonderful and varied programme: much 
eating and drinking, shopping, a wine-festival evening and 
a visit to a fabulous UNESCO World Heritage site, 
Kloster Maulbronn, a former Cistercian monastery. The 
truth is of course that JB was also swaying merrily to the 
Oompah Band at the bibulous evening and may even have 
quaffed a glass or two – and Terry too wandered in sober 
contemplation through the cloisters. So you see – it’s all in 
the editing! 
 

JB says ‘I only 
started ‘twinning’ 
because the late 

Barry Pickering (past 
Mayor of Hexham) asked me to go to Metzingen in his place. 
Mary and I loved the experience and have ‘twinned’ there and at 
our French twin, Noyon, ever since. We alternate ‘home’ and 
‘away’. This October we were in Metzingen, at the home of 
Achim, who had stayed with us in 2008. He had invited us to 
spend a few extra days there so that he could show us Baden-
Württtemberg, of which he is as proud as I am of my native 
Northumberland. We visited the dramatic gorge of the infant 
Danube, soaring Hohenzollem, castles, and majestic monasteries. 
 

Metzingen, about twice the size of Hexham, lies some 35 miles 
south of Stuttgart. Its main similarity to Hexham is probably its 
ancient leather industry. There used to be several factories – all 
but one now gone – replaced in a dramatically successful ‘Outlet 
City’. This is a city of ultramodern metal and glass, housing all 
the leading fashion names: Versace, Armani, Joop and so on. 
Fashionistas from all over Germany come to shop there, or at 
least to pick up some brand-named carriers even if they can’t 
afford to put much in them! 
 

But the centre of Metzingen remains in many aspects a traditional 
medieval town, with several lovely buildings and, at its heart the 
Sieben Keltern – the Seven Wine Presses – in the central square. 
On the outskirts of the town rises the ‘Weinberg’ with its south-
facing vineyards, which produce enough grapes for a small range 

of red and white wines which the townsfolk wisely keep mainly 
for themselves. One of the Keltern is kept intact as a wine 
museum, the others having been converted for other functions, 
including a restaurant and a large meeting hall where, on the 
Saturday evening we joined a packed crowd for the Kelternfest – 
an increasingly boisterous evening of music, food – and, of 
course, wine, with most of the revellers ending up dancing on the 
tables. Our twinning partners are very good at enjoying 
themselves and very friendly. In our three years we have met 
many whom we look forward to meeting again – and they seek 
us out, too. So if you have never twinned, give it a try – no age 
limits at either end of the scale.’ 
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Another story from Tony Herold’s collection  
 

The ‘seniors’ special’ breakfast at a café offered two eggs, 
bacon, fried mushrooms and toast for £2.99.  
 

‘Sounds good,’ said an elderly woman. ‘But I don’t want 
eggs.’  
 

‘That would cost £3.50 because you’re ordering a la carte,’ 
said the waitress.  
 

‘You mean I’d have to pay for not having eggs?’ asked the 

woman incredulously.  
 

‘Yes!’ said the waitress.  
 

‘I’ll take the special then,’ was the reply.  
 

‘How do you want your eggs?’ asked the waitress.  
 

‘Raw and in the shell,’ was the answer. She took them home 
and baked a cake.
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Hexham Rotary made a significant contribution to this year’s Royal British Legion 
poppy appeal. 
George Aitchison 
 

Hexham Rotary’s efforts for the Royal British Legion Poppy 
Appeal on 6 and 7 November were well worthwhile. Across the 
two days 17 Rotarians participated from 10am to 4pm.   
 

More than ten collection boxes were 
filled with a total of £1326.58 – 
counted by Lloyds Bank staff at Corbridge. I was delighted with 
the response and the amount collected. 
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The Community Service committee join up with Hadrian’s Wall and Tynedale clubs. 
George Aitchison 
 

You may know by now that Tesco has offered the RIBI 
‘Thanks for Life’ polio eradication project the excellent 
opportunity of the exclusive right to collect outside 377 
named Tesco stores across Great Britain on Saturday, 27 
February 2010.  
 

The Hexham store is one of those involved. It offers a 
welcome opportunity for the three local clubs to work 
together on this fundraising effort. 

 

As Chairman of the Community 
Service Committee I have 
approached both Tynedale and 
Hadrian’s Wall clubs in order to 
meet their Community Service 
chairmen so that we can plan a 
joint event. 
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Rachel Atkinson, from The Children’s Foundation 
has written to thank the Club for its donation 
 

A new approach 
George Aitchison 
 

This year’s Christmas Chronicle, a two-page advertorial section 
in the Hexham Courant, was published on 4 December 2009.  
 

The change in format and extent was arranged because of 
increased costs and in anticipation of the likelihood of 
difficulties in obtaining advertising revenue. In the event this 
was not a problem, since all advertising space was sold.  
 

The Community Service Committee believes it achieved the 
twin objectives of promoting Rotary and producing profit, while 
maintaining previous traditions of including a message from 
Inner Wheel and local church service times. 
 

I would like to note the support received from the Community 
Service committee during the four months of the project. 
Special thanks are due to Andy Pryor for preparing and 
dispatching letters to potential advertisers, to Eileen Robson for 
her excellent drafting and editorial skills in producing the 
articles and to Club members who followed up potential 
advertisers.   
 

The support received from the Hexham Courant, played a 
significant part, and thanks go to Sandy Rutherford, Christine 
Priestley and Judith Charlton 
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At the Club’s special general meeting on Monday, 7 December Andy Pryor was proposed and voted as Treasurer and Roz 
Waller as Secretary for 2009–2010. 
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An update on the away weekend: Friday, 16 – Sunday, 18 April 2010 
Brian Massey
 

I was delighted with the response to this away week-end in 
Goathland and sixteen Rotarians and partners have committed 
themselves to the trip.At the time of writing there is one twin 
room left at the Fairhaven Country Guest House, with additional 
accommodation available nearby in the village. 
 

So there is till an opportunity for you to join us and I look 
forward to hearing from you.  
 

The details of the booking arrangements are as follows: 
 

Bed & breakfast: £39.50 per person per night  
Friday evening: Two-course supper at guest house at £9.50 per head  
Saturday evening: Dinner at Mallyan Spout Hotel, a short 
walk from the guest house. Starters £5–£6 and main courses 
mostly £16–£17.  
 

Bookings and Deposits 
A reservation will be accepted on receipt by me of a deposit 
cheque for £20 per head, payable to Fairhaven Guest House. 
Bookings will be taken in strict order of my receiving the deposit. 
In the event of a cancellation, this is returnable only if another 

Rotarian or 
partner takes up a 
reservation for the 
same 
accommodation. 

 

Dog owners 
The guest house 
does not accept dogs. If a Rotarian has a dog that will not sleep in 
the car then I can recommend a nearby hotel or bed and breakfast 
establishment in the village which allows a dog in one’s bedroom.  
 

Overspill 
In the event that there is greater demand than rooms available 
at the Fairhaven Country Guest House then I can recommend 
a hotel or bed and breakfast establishment nearby in the 
village. I envisage that it will be possible for you to join the 
main party for supper on the Friday night and it is hoped that 
in any event you would join the main party at the Mallyan 
Spout on the Saturday evening. 
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How the Torch Centre has used a Rotary donation 
Christine Moorcroft, with thanks to Brian Massey 
 

The Torch Centre, in Corbridge Road, Hexham is more than a day centre 
for people with disabilities. It has facilities that can be hired for various 
activities and meetings, and even for family and social events such as 
weddings and, as the photo shows, these are pleasant and well-maintained. 
 

Charges are very reasonable and help to maintain the centre for the benefit 
of people with disabilities, who meet there for activities such as snooker or 
just to catch up with friends. 
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A rare victory over Tynedale 
Peter Oliver  
 

Round 2 of the District Quiz was held between Hexham and 
Tynedale B on Monday, November. The Hexham team was 
made up of JB Jonas, Christine Moorcroft, Eileen 
Robson and Ken Webster. Tynedale fielded Arthur Crowe, 
David Cant, David Pringle and Harry Fawcett. Hexham took 
an early lead and steadily increased this throughout the quiz, 

finally achieving a comfortable win 
against friendly but 
disappointed opponents. 
  

The final score was Hexham 46 points, Tynedale 33. The 
round was officiated by Peter Oliver (quizmaster) and Derek 
Lishman (scorer) – no lack of objectivity there of course!
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The walking club continues to explore the local area 

George Proud 
The walking group met on 11 November for a walk through 
the ‘Shire beginning at Brian Massey’s home. Typically the 
day started with a downpour of rain – quite heavy when I 
was passing through Hexham.  
 

Driving through Hexham the question ‘What do you call 
Brian dressed up including a tie at 9.30 in Hexham, when 
the walk begins at his house in thirty minutes?’ sprang to 
mind when I saw Brian in the middle of town. The answer is 

most certainly not ‘Lost, stolen or 
strayed’. He was on yet another 
social service activity – but he 
was able to be ready in time for 
the walk, complete in walking 
boots and appropriate attire. 
  

There were ten of us, and by the 
time we set off the sun was shining intermittently! The walk 
was well planned by Brian; he and Margaret kept us all on 
our toes and up to speed over the five mile route so as to 
arrive at the Dipton Mill pub on time for lunch.  
 

The route took us past Whitley Chapel, and through the 
Whitley Wetlands. Following various streams and becks – or 
burns – we passed some glorious archaeological 
monuments, especially a bridge-like structure that was an 
old 19th Century lead smelting place. Ice axes were not 
needed and nor were mobile telephones nor even Rotarian 
wives as back-up crew. Nor did our tears freeze. We all 
arrived back safely at Brian and Margaret’s home in time to 
relinquish boots and head round to the Dipton Mill.  
  

No one lost their way at all on the walk – however, one 
intrepid traveller, unable to keep up with Peter T following his 
car from Brian’s for lunch, did get hopelessly lost. He is too 
modest to own up – but he did find a spot close to Brian’s 
home where mobile phone reception was possible – and he 
joined everyone for lunch before all of the food ran out. 
  

A great day Brian and Margaret – thank you very much!
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A reminder of the walking club’s programme 
Brian Massey 
	

The programme through to June 2010 is as follows: 

·  Tuesday, 23 March: morning walk morning walk near Whitfield,    
       starting from Christine Moorcroft’s house and returning there for a   
      ‘soup and pudding’ lunch.   
·  No walk in April – we have the weekend away instead! 
·  Wednesday, 12 May: morning walk. 
·  Thursday, 10 June: full day walk in the Lake District.	
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A bit of local history 
Christine Moorcroft 
 

The parish registers of Whitfield start in 1612, but the list of 
rectors goes back to 1180, beginning with Robert de Quitfield. 
The Manor of Whitfield was granted to the Quitfield or Whitfield 
family at about that time by William the Lion, King of Scotland 
(1165–1214). It remained in their possession until 1750, when 
Thomas Whitfield sold the  manor to William Ord of Fenham.  
 

On the death of a later William Ord in 1855, his son's widow 
inherited the estate and then her niece, who married the Reverend 
John Blackett, a son of Christopher Blackett of Wylam. As a 
condition of the marriage and inheritance he changed his name to 
Blackett-Ord.  
 

Their descendant John Blackett-Ord owns what remains of the 
estate – now Whitfield Estates.  
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Please send copy for April 2010 Bluebird to the editor, Christine Moorcroft by    
Thursday, 25 March 2010   
 

·  Notices of forthcoming events 
·  Reports about recent events (if you don’t like writing, just send a note of the facts) 
·  Information about the various committee activities 
·  Stories about anything you have done that might interest other members 
·  Rotarians’ news: weddings, significant anniversaries, births and so on. 

	
 
 
 
 
 
 

������	�$�)	�,	%�&���	��������� �
 
 

 Programme for January/February   

2010 Jan 4  Chris Read Smile A Child Stephen Middleton 

  11  Collette Drifte Women in the Second World War Graham Blackler 

  18  The Fall of Singapore 

    
Rtn Ian Foster 

15 February 1942 
Andy Pryor 

  25  TBA   Tony Herold 

 Feb 1  Business Meeting     

  8  TBA TBA  Peter Trevelyan 

  15  TBA TBA Mike Saxon 

  
22 

 
Karen Larkin Grace House Children’s Hospice 

Appeal 
Ian Walker 

       

 Provisional Programme for March/April   

2010 Mar 1  Business Meeting     

  8  TBA TBA Tom Jobson 

  13  President’s Night 

  15  TBA TBA Ken Webster 

  22  TBA TBA Geoff Singleton 

  29  Evening Open Meeting 

 Apr 5  Easter Monday Bank Holiday     

  12  Business Meeting     

  19  TBA TBA Roger Abraham 

  26  AGM     

 
�����������	�
���� 	
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The evening meeting on Monday 29 March will be an ‘Open 
evening’ to which members will be asked to invite guests 
who want to find out more about the Club and might like to 
join us.  

�����!���9�	.����	
 

Don’t forget to put this in your diary – Saturday, 13 March, 
at the Beaumont Hotel.   
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January � April 2010  
 

Speaker Co-ordinator Michael Coates 

 

 

 


