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Difficult choices for the judges 
Bob Hull 

�

The winners of the 2010 Young Employee of the Year 
competition were announced and the awards presented at the 
awards ceremony at our lunchtime meeting on 10 May. Once 
again the competition was supported by Hexham Town 
Council, Hexham Business Forum and the Hexham Courant.  
 

The competition is open to employees between the ages of 
16 and 25 working in the Tynedale area. It celebrates the 
achievements of young people in the district who are making 
an outstanding contribution to their organisation and thus 
contributing to the successful economic development of the 
area. There was a record number of high-quality entries and 
the judges shortlisted six candidates for interview. 
 

The winner of the Jack Charlton trophy and £500 was 21-
year-old Craig Wallace of Ouston, Co Durham, an electrical 
apprentice at Egger. 
 

The winner of the JB Jonas Trophy, awarded by Hexham 
Town Council, and £250 was 18-year-old Alexandra 

Thompson of Kirkwhelpington, who works for Vita Lend 
Lease at Hexham General Hospital. 
 

The four other finalists were Ross Bonner of Saunders and 
Pughe, Corbridge, Carys Laidler of the Co-op in Corbridge, 
Ashley Shepard of Nicholson Portnell solicitors and Lucy 
Wilkinson of the Forum Cinema. 
 

The awards were presented by Fiona Raglan, co-founder and 
Managing Director of Dipsticks Research, Hexham, former 
winner of the Best Rural Woman Entrepreneur and the 
National Business Awards Entrepreneur of the Year. 
 

President Brian Bell praised the quality of the young employees 
and noted that ‘at a time of economic recession the future of the 
district’s economy depends on its ability to encourage and 
develop its young employees. It was important as well to give 
due recognition to the achievements of these young people. 
Those we have honoured today, the two prize winners and the 
four other finalists are making an outstanding contribution to 
the town and the district.’ 
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Hexham Rotary Club makes its mark at the celebrations organised by Hexham Community Partnership 
Christine Moorcroft & George Aitchison 
 

With its red and white balloons and 
Terry and Eileen Robson sporting St 
George’s colours, Hexham Rotary’s 
stall was one of the most prominent 
and colourful at the St George’s Day 
fair on the Sele on Saturday 24 
April. Not only was it a valuable 
opportunity to inform people about 
Rotary, but it was also a useful 
fundraising event.  
 

George’s huge ‘Treasure Island’ 
competition proved very popular, 
inviting punters to choose the 
squares on the island grid where the 
treasure was ‘buried’. All the prize-
winners were from Hexham: 1st Prize 
(grid reference M31, £25): George 
Robinson, 2nd Prize (grid reference H13, 
£15): Peter Harding, 3rd Prize (grid 
reference R22, £5). This square was not 
selected by any entrant, but three picked 
squares adjacent to it: Roland Beevor, 
Paul James and Matt Curtis. Two of 
these prize-winners kindly donated their 
winnings to the Club’s charities.  
 

Another competition was Eileen’s Hexham and St George quiz 
at £1 per entry. Such was the demand that she made several 
trips home to print extra copies. If you didn’t get a copy of the 
quiz, have a go (see page 3). It’s too late for prizes, though. The 
joint winners were Mark Benjamin and Rosemary 
Theobalds, both of Hexham, (£15 each). 
 

George thanks all the helpers, who also included Andy Pryor 
and Ken Webster, as well as Brian Bell, who printed the map – 
and Skye, of course, who was lurking under the table. As well 
as a lot of fun and publicity for Hexham Rotary, the event 
produced a profit of £208 for the Club’s charity account.
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A fitting tribute to Jack Charlton 
George Aitchison 
 

The Jack Charlton Community Orchard will be a fitting 
tribute to the late Jack Charlton, who was the main instigator 
of Hexham Rotary Club’s Young Employee awards. Jack 
was passionate about encouraging young people to work 
hard and develop their careers. The orchard that will bear his 
name will provide valuable training for years to come for 
many youngsters who want to follow careers in horticulture.  
 

The Orchard will extend the opportunities already available 
at the nearby Walled Garden, which was restored, and is still 
run by, Emma Thompson, a former pupil of Queen Elizabeth 
High School.  

The Club has sent £10,700 from Jack Charlton’s bequest to 
the High School to pay for new fencing around the Orchard. 
 

The official opening and unveiling of the memorial plaque 
will take place on Tuesday, 6 July. Jack Charlton’s family 
have been contacted and it is hoped that some of them will 
be able to attend. 
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Another gem from Tony Herold’s internet sources 
 

A man was swatting flies in the kitchen. His wife called 
from the living room to ask what all the noise was about. 
‘I’m swatting flies,’ he called back. 
‘Have you hit any yet?’ she called. 

‘Yes – two males and three females!’ 
‘How can you tell the difference?’ 
‘Two were on a beer can, three were on 
the phone.’ 
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A celebration of Shakespeare’s birthday 
Bob Hull 
 

The closing event of Hexham Community Partnership’s St 
George’s weekend on the evening of Sunday 25 April was a gala 
celebration of Shakespeare’s birthday and the date of his death 
(23 April – St George’s Day) in words and music in the cosy 
atmosphere of Hexham’s historic Moot Hall. The evening was 
presented in association with Shakespeare United for 2012. 
 

Early music group, Antiphon, conducted by John Reid, with 
lutinist Martin Eastwell, performed alongside the newly created 

Moot Hall Players, directed by Rotarian Bob Hull, in a 
programme of music celebrating Shakespeare and in readings 
from the Bard’s most popular works.  
 

Rotarians Christine Moorcroft, Eileen Robson and Roz Waller 
were on hand on the door and serving refreshments. The 
programme, reproduced below, gives a flavour of the event, 
which, with entry by ticket only, was a complete sell-out.
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Eileen Robson 
Around the town 
1 Name Hexham’s twin towns.     
2 What is Quatro Mori?     
3 Which pub sign is a tree?    
4 How many seats face Hexham House bowling green?  
5 Of which city was J Philip Gibson a Freeman?     
6 How much does the Hexham Courant cost?    
7 Benson’s Monument: what’s in his right hand?    
8 * * * * * * ergo sum: (word missing = shop name)?    
9 St Mary’s Chare: what is a ‘chare’?    
10 What was on at the Wentworth Leisure Centre on 24/4/10?  
A bit of history 
11 Who founded Hexham Abbey?   
12 What was a Hexham Tan?  
13 Where is the Frith Stool?   
14 Which Priestpopple business was established in 1775?    
15 When was Robbs founded?    
16 Who donated the Bandstand to the town?   

17 Where was the ‘floor with a thousand springs’?   
18 Which is the most recently built part of the Abbey?  
19 What has the Queen’s Hall been in the past? (four roles)  
20 Where does the name ‘Sele’ come from?   
The town and the Bard 
Which sites in Hexham best reflect these words of the Bard? 
21 ‘Out damned spot!’ (Macbeth) (hint: think Battle Hill)    
22 ‘For this relief much thanks’ (Hamlet) (hint: think Sele)  
23 ‘the darling buds of May’ (Sonnet) (easy!)   
24 ‘the sticking-place’ (Macbeth) (hint: think Back Street)   
25 This pub’s name suggests Shakespeare’s plays were 
performed there!   
Our main man St George 
26 What nationality is St George thought to have been?    
27 Name two other countries with St George as patron saint.   
28 Who was the patron saint of England before St George?    
29 Which world-wide movement has St George as patron saint?    
30 How did St George die?    
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Hexham Rotary’s donation to the Petilaw Centre makes a difference to the lives of elderly residents 
Geoff Singleton 
 
The official opening of the Garden at Petilaw took place on 
Saturday, 8 May.  
 

In the autumn of 2008 the Rotary Club of Hexham donated 
£200 to the Friends of Petilaw to help the improvement of 
the garden at Petilaw Abbeyfield in Corbridge. 
 

This was the pet project of Judi Singleton, whose mother Ruth 
has lived there for three years. Petilaw is home to ten residents, 
and provides supported independent living for people who are 
unable to continue to live in their own homes, for whatever 
reason, but are well enough to look after themselves. 
 

As can be seen from the photos, the garden was in need of a 
makeover and it was vital to make it accessible to all residents, 
especially those with limited mobility or who use wheelchairs. 
 
With financial and other support from several sponsors, and 
from Abbeyfield, the garden has been completed at a cost of 
£6,000. The design and planting were carried out by the 
Garden Group (led by Jonathan Archer, head gardener at 
Whitfield Hall), Anthea Stephenson, who was mainly 
responsible for the design, Brenda Carrington, Hazel 
Hughes, Vera Rutherford, Sally Iles, Marion Hume, and 

Rosie Howie). Judi has joined the group, and worked with 
them throughout. A recent recruit is Joy Richardson, a 
freelance gardener who will continue with the long-term 
maintenance of the garden. 
 

Grateful thanks are due to many individuals for sponsorship, 
too numerous to list here. Now the residents and staff at 
Petilaw have a wonderful facility to enhance their 
lives.Abbeyfield UK has been in the local press because of 
difficulties they have with one of their other local houses, so 
a good news story is a welcome change. 
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Letters of thanks from funding 
recipients 
George Aitchison 
Letters of thanks have been received from 
all recipients of donations from Christmas 
Chronicle profits: Charlotte Straker Trust, 
Core Music, Grace House North East, Great 
North Air Ambulance, Hexham Abbey 
Choir Hexham Community Centre 
Luncheon Club, Hexham Orpheus Choir, 
Hexham Youth Initiative,Macmillan Cancer 
Support, Transition Tynedale, Tynedale 
Amateur Swimming Club and West 
Northumberland Citizens Advice Bureau. 
 

Open Garden Day at Riding Mill 
 
                 Sunday 27 June 2010 
 
George and Janet Proud’s garden at 
Cartref, Marchburn Lane, is one of the 
open gardens. 
 

They plan to have the barbecue on and a 
number of Morgan cars on display. 
 

You can buy your ‘passport’ to all the 
gardens there (or at any other open 
garden). The passport costs £3.00.  
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A super supper  
Christine Moorcroft 
 
We were more than a century late for the lessons but 
the fifteen Rotarians gathered in the former 
schoolroom that is now Bob and Christine Hull’s 
drawing room were reaching the end of a fascinating 
history lesson. Bob had invited us to become ‘house 
detectives’, working backwards through the history 
of Maiden Cross. 
 

Why Maiden Cross? It seems that this was the site of 
one of the crosses that once marked the sanctuary 
area of Hexham, but the source of the ‘Maiden’ bit is 
open to conjecture. The cross itself has never been found, 
although a frisson of excitement ran through the Hexham 
historical fraternity when a large stone structure was dug up 
in the area. It turned out to be a horse trough. 
 

We learned that previous owners included an explosives 
dealer and a producer of Formica, whose mark on the house 
can be seen all too clearly in a cloakroom that Bob describes 
as a ‘shrine to Formica’. 
 

The ‘Progressive Supper’ that Brian Massey had planned as 
a fundraising venture for the charity Merlin mutated into a 
‘communal supper’, with each guest bringing part of the 

meal. To avoid a mountain of couscous and a lake of trifle 
Eileen Robson marshalled the preparations into shape, 
listing all our offerings and circulating them by email. It 
resulted in a sumptuous banquet that included poached 
salmon with salad garnish, home-made bread rolls, a 
chicken and asparagus dish, lasagne, couscous with falafel, 
cheesecake and cheese and biscuits. 
 

The icing on the cake was the £105 in donations for Merlin. 
Thank you very much, Brian, for organising the event and 
Bob and Christine for your hospitality and the very 
entertaining and informative tour. 
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True stories from doctors, collected by Tony Herold from his network of sources 
 

At the beginning of my shift, I placed a stethoscope on an elderly 
and slightly deaf female patient’s anterior chest wall. ‘Big 
breaths,’ I instructed. 
‘Yes, they used to be,’ replied the patient. 
***************************************************  

One day I had to be the bearer of bad news – to tell a woman that 
her husband had died of a massive myocardial infarct. Five 
minutes later, I heard her on her mobile phone reporting to the 
rest of the family that he had died of a ‘massive internal fart.’ 
***************************************************  
While acquainting myself with a new elderly patient, I asked 
‘How long have you been bedridden?’ 

 ‘Why, not for about twenty years,’ she replied. ‘When my 
husband was still alive.’ 
***************************************************  
A young woman with purple hair in a punk rocker Mohawk, 
tattoos and outlandish clothing, came into A & E. Acute 
appendicitis was diagnosed, so she was scheduled for an 
immediate operation. In the theatre it was noticed that her pubic 
hair had been dyed green and above it was a tattoo that said 
‘Keep off the grass.’ After the surgery was completed the 
surgeon wrote a short note on the patient’s dressing: ‘Sorry – had 
to mow the lawn.’ 
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Eighteen Rotarians invade a small village 
George Proud 
 

Arriving in Goathland a warm welcome was given to 
everyone by the AA technician repairing Brian’s car. He put 
it right very efficiently! 
 

The weather was sunny, the volcanic driven sunsets quite superb 
and the Fairhaven Country Guest House was near faultless. We 
were looked after very well indeed and in comfort.  
 

Saturday saw people going various ways – some following Brian 
and Margaret for a walk and then a visit to Pickering, while 
others went to Whitby for the commemorative celebrations and 
nostalgia of 70 years ago. Most, if not all of us, enjoyed the North 
York Moors Railway and the steam engines – even if a ‘classic’ 
diesel hauled the Saturday morning train for Whitby as far as 
Grosmont before steam took over. 
 

Whitby was cheerfully full: people everywhere, parading in the 
warm sun. Many were in period dress, but the expected hordes of 

children bearing luggage label name tags did not materialise. 
There was also some uncharacteristic friendly mixing of British 
and German troops – but somehow it all seemed appropriate. 
 

Most of us wandered the Whitby streets, taking in the Cook 
Museum or the Abbey area while and Roger and Joan took a trip 
around the bay. 
 

Saturday night saw everyone heading off to the Mallyan Spout 
Hotel for dinner and most had an excellent meal there. Pity the 
hotel finds its vegetarian option to be a challenge – but the 
carnivores were very well looked after. 
 

Sunday saw us doing our own things – most who had visited 
Pickering on Saturday now going to Whitby, and vice versa.   
 

All eighteen of us– plus Lucy – had a great time thanks to the 
superb and detailed organisation by Brian and Margaret. Clearly 
they also have a hotline to the appropriate authority, for the 
weather could not have been better. Thank you very much!  
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A chilly and challenging walk  
George Proud 
 

A good crowd turned up in the car park at Blanchland for the 
walking club’s foray into Weardale. The day had dawned with 
a crystal clear blue sky and clearly the thoughts that this 
weather would last were seriously over-optimistic. From 
Blanchland we drove over to St John’s Chapel on a road that no 
one seemed to know about – except that it passes by the home 
of Roger Milton’s daughter. Half the cars were parked in 
‘Chapel’ and the others, heavily laden, were taken up the hill 
from Ireshope Burn, past Newhouse to the triangular forest 
where they were parked. This provided a four to five mile walk 
with most of the gradient going downhill, which some 
Rotarians found to be more relaxing than going steeply uphill. 
 

The sunshine had encouraged the wearing of at least one pair of 
shorts, but snow and hail flurries came at us horizontally at times 
in the strong wind. Memories of the Tynedale Tall Tales 
competition sprang to mind – but we did not need rescuing. The 
views from the top stretched to the North Yorkshire coastline 
beyond Teesside – a distance of about 35 miles. The scenery was 
splendid: we were flanked by curlews and lapwings and red 
grouse were spotted on the moors, but no black grouse, 
unfortunately. Wild flowers were in abundance – heartsease 
primroses, sterile strawberries (potentilla sterilis) cowslips, wood 
sorrel (some tasted the leaves – good in a salad), wood anemones 
and violets, to name but a few. Usually there are large beds of 

orchids, including the Northern Marsh Orchid – but the late 
winter had delayed these with only a single orchid being spotted.  
 

The weather did get warmer as we descended! 
 

The path down Middlehope Burn and through Slit Wood 
took us past old and historical industrial archaeological sites, 
some of which are being restored. Surprise was expressed at 
the weight of the lead ore stones found in the Burn. 
 

From Westgate the path went alongside the River Wear, 
following the disused railway track. And so back to the cars 
at ‘Chapel’ and then over to Blanchland for lunch at the 
Lord Crewe Arms. 
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Around the town 
1 Metzingen (Germany) and Noyon 
(France) 
2 Italian restaurant in Back Street 
3 Heart of All England 
4 21  
5 London 
6 70p 
7 Binoculars 
8 Cogito (bookshop) 
9 Narrow street or alley 
10 Whapweasel/Ceilidh 
 

A bit of history 
11 St Wilfrid 
12 A leather glove 
13 The Abbey 
14 What is now Nicholson Portnell 
15 1818. 
16 Henry Bell. 
17 Queen’s Hall 
18 The Nave 
19 Ballroom, town hall, corn 
exchange, cinema. 
20 (Disputed!) Champs du Ciel 
 

The town and the Bard  
21 Johnsons cleaners 
22 Public toilets 
23 Park, Abbey grounds, etc 
24 Derek’s Shoe Bar 
25 The Globe 
Our main man St George 
26 Armenian 
27 Greece, Lithuania, Portugal, Ethiopia  
28 Edward the Confessor 
29 Boy Scouts 
30 He was beheaded.
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Please send copy for September 2010 Bluebird to the editor, Christine Moorcroft, by   
Thursday, 2 September 2010   

·  Notices of forthcoming events 
·  Reports about recent events (if you don’t like writing, just send a note of the facts) 
·  Information about the various committee activities 
·  Stories about anything you have done that might interest other members 
·  Articles about your hobbies or interests. 
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Programme for June / July  Host 

June 7  Club Assembly & Assistant District Governor’s visit 

 13  President’s At Home   

 14  Paul Harris Awards   

 21  President’s Handover   

 28  Evening Meeting Roger Clegg, Photographer George Aitchison 

July 5  Neil Morrison Headteacher QEHS  Hexham Peter Jewitt 

 12  TBA TBA John Robinson 

 19  District Governor’s Visit   

 26  TBA TBA Peter Wood 

Provisional Programme for August / September 

Aug 2  Ken Webster A Devastating Collapse  

 9  TBA TBA Derek Lishman 

 16  TBA TBA Colin Toward 

 23  TBA TBA Ian Nichol 

 30  Bank Holiday   

Sep 6  Business Meeting   

 13  TBA TBA Peter Oliver 

 20  TBA TBA Eileen Robson 

 27  TBA TBA Sandy Rutherford 

 
Committees 2010-2011 
 
Club Council 
President: Christine Moorcroft 
President Elect: Peter Trevelyan 
Immediate Past President: Brian 
Bell 
President Nominee/Community 
service chair: Bob Hull 
Secretary Roz Waller 
Vocational Service chair: Peter 
Oliver 
International Service chair: 
John Robinson 
Foundation chair: Eileen 
Robson 
Youth chair: George Aitchison 
Treasurer: Andy Pryor 
Registrar: Derek Lishman 
Public Relations Officer: Sandy 
Rutherford 
Brian Massey 
 

Club Service 
Peter Trevelyan 
Brian Bell  
Michael Coates 
Derek Lishman 
Andy Pryor 
 

Community Service 
Bob Hull 
Brian Clubley 
J B Jonas 
Alex Kerr 
Adel Khudarieh 
Brian Massey  
Roger Milton  
Geoff Singleton 
Barbara Smith 
Ian Walker 
Paul Wharrier 
 

Vocational Service 
Peter Oliver 

Roger Abraham  
Charles Cooke 
Tom Jobson 
Michael Saxon 
Colin Toward 
Fred Tulip 
Norman Wicks 
Peter Wood 
Jim Taylor 
 

International Service 
John Robinson 
Eric Blackburn  
Roy Dallison  
Paul Dixon 
Stephen Middleton 
Ian Nichol 
George Proud 
George Robinson 
David Robson 
 

 

Foundation 
Eileen Robson 
Derek Clay  
Tony Herold 
Peter Jewitt 
Lynne Plummer 
Terry Robson 
Sandy Rutherford 
Ken Webster 
 

Public Relations 
Sandy Rutherford 
 

Website: 
Andy Pryor 
Geoff Singleton 
 

Youth 
George Aitchison 
 

Big Splash 
George Aitchison 
Graham Blackler 

�
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June � September 2010  
Speaker Co-ordinator Michael Coates 

 

 

 


